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Purpose 
is key

To inform: Building background 
knowledge? Providing context?

To analyze: Analyzing technique, 
rhetoric, rhetorical situation?

As a source: Evaluate information 
& incorporate in own argument
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Pre-watching 
exercise:

Analyze the 
movie trailer



While watching After watching



New York Times short docs

PBS POV films

Doc Academy

National Geographic Short Film Showcase

Resources

Highly 
recommend!



Storytelling is what makes us human, it is our 

common currency and as such can be a powerful 

tool for positive change. Compelling narratives 

have the ability to bring us together, to galvanise 

us into action. Documentary makers commit 

years of their lives in an effort to bring us these 

vital and often complex stories and in doing so 

they make the issues we face as a society both 

more tangible and increasingly urgent.

- Actress Susan Sarandon

Documentaries are 
powerful texts.

Thank you!
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