
WELCOME! We’re so glad you’re here...

● Your questions and your engagement are most welcome!
● Sessions will be recorded and shared out after camp.
● Be sure to join our campfire sessions Tues/Wed at 5pm EST.
● We’ll continue the discussion online (TLC).

AND NOW, LET ME INTRODUCE OUR SPEAKER...



Achieve Adopter Camp
Diagnostics and Study Plan
Joel Wilson
Keiser University and the Community College of Allegheny County

macmillanlearning.com



Do You Use Any Kind of Diagnostic Tool in Your 
Classes?

● What do you use?

● How do you use it?

● How does it affect your instruction?



Traditional Pre and Post-Tests (Multiple Sections Verifications)



Overly Simple Questions



Questions Not Tied to Learning Objectives



• Why assign Achieve’s diagnostics? 

• How do Achieve’s diagnostic tools and study plans allow writing 

instructors to focus on writing instruction? 

• How do Achieves’s individualized study plans benefit students? 

• How might Achieve’s tools be implemented? 

Our Session Goals



Why Assign Achieve’s Diagnostic Tools?

Answers from
Three Semesters of Beta-Testing



Question

● How do you remediate prerequisite skills for 
your class?

A. I cover major prerequisite ideas early in 
the class.

B. I conference with my students.

C. I use my institution’s writing 
center/learning lab.

D. I don’t remediate.

E. I use a different method of remediation.



Fall 2018 Dual Enrollment Comp 1
Overall Class Scores – Sentence Grammar – Hacker



Overall Class Scores in Subject Areas



Sampling of Student Overall Scores

Johnny



Johnny’s Practice Scores

Johnny



How Did Johnny Do Through the Course?



Johnny’s Progress Between Practice and Final Tests



Why use the Diagnostic Tests?



Spring 2019 – Community College Student – Comp 2
Student Overall Scores – Reading Strategies – Hacker



Progress between Practice Test and Final Test



Fall 2019 – Community College Satellite Campus– Comp 1
Overall Class Scores –Sentence Grammar – Hacker



How do the Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans Allow 
Writing Instructors to Focus on Writing Instruction? 

Examples from Achieve



Question

● How much of your in-class time is 
spent on remediation?

A. 0%

B. 1-25%

C. 26-50%

D. 51-75%

E. 76-100%



● Instructor can 
isolate class needs 
and tailor instruction
based on Diagnostic Tools
and Study Plans

● Begin your course with 
areas needing remediation

Spring 2020 – Cohort Based Class – Comp 2
Course Level Scores in Subject Areas – Reading Skills



Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans Lead to Draft Feedback
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Achieve Gives Me Tools to Focus on Writing Instruction



Achieve Gives Me an e-Book



Achieve Gives Me LearningCurve



Achieve Gives Me Examples to Use in Class



Most of All - Achieve Gives Me the 
Time to Focus on Writing

Study Plan for Sentence Grammar - Hacker

(Student View)



Study Plan for Reading Skills - Hacker

(Instructor View)Achieve Gives Me the 
Ability to Flip Classes



How Do the Individualized Study Plans 
Benefit Students? 



Students Receive
Individualized Instruction

Reading Skills Diagnostic

● Identify Needs of 
Individual Students

● Address Needs in
Conferencing



Students Receive the
Remediation They Need

● Students only are assigned
what they need to work on

● Students can work through 
material independently 

● LearningCurve and other tools
ensure understanding



Students Receive the
Remediation on Their Time

● Students can work quickly or slowly, 
depending on the needs of the class

● Differentiated learning tools, including
quizzes, exercises, adaptive learning 
(Learning Curve), eBook, and more.

● Allows for more writing practice in class



How to Implement the 
Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans



Question

● How can I provide meaningful feedback 
before I know my students or have seen 
their writing?



For My Classes, Achieve is the Answer

● Four Diagnostic Tools & Study Plans

● Each has a Diagnostic Test, Final Test, and Accompanying Study Plan 
Generated

● Sentence Grammar

● Punctuation, Style, and Mechanics

● Reading Skills

● Reading Strategies



Implementations I’ve Tried

Assign Practice on First Day, Assign Final Test as course final (Comp I / II)

Front-load Diagnostic Tools and Study Plan Prior to Major Papers (Comp I)

One Study Plan in Conjunction with One Major Paper, Second Study Plan in 
Conjunction with Second Major Paper (Comp II)



How Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans 
Fit into My Course (Composition 2 – Spring 2020)
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Practice Test for 

Reading Strategies - Hacker

Topics Covered

Patterns of Organization

Topic Sentences and Supporting Details

Topics and Main Ideas

Vocabulary

Practice Test for Reading Skills -

Hacker

Topics Covered

Active reading

Critical reading

Interpretive reading

Summarizing
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Completion

Performance

How Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans 
Fit into My Course



Final Thoughts on Diagnostic Tools and Study Plans 

For My Students, Achieve’s Diagnostic Tools & Study Plans

● help them with what they need when they need it

For Me, Achieve Study Plans

● measure actual student performance and progress

● help me tailor my instruction to class needs

● address individual needs when conferencing with students or commenting on 
their work

Achieve isn’t a One-Size Fits All

○ Instructors can develop their own Best Practices for implementation

○ The more you use it, the more you learn how you want to use it.
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