
WELCOME! We’re so glad you’re here...

● Your questions and your engagement are most welcome!
● Sessions will be recorded and shared out after camp.
● Be sure to join our campfire sessions Tues/Wed at 5pm EST.
● We’ll continue the discussion online (TLC).

AND NOW, LET ME INTRODUCE OUR SPEAKER...



The Team Challenge:
Peer Review

Jennifer Duncan, Georgia State University 
Perimeter College 
macmillanlearning.com





Why We Do 
Peer Review

● Reduces the teacher’s workload 

● Changes the perspective of the 
learning process

● Creates a feeling of community –
especially online (Kosel 191-209)

Teaching … is more effective when it 
incorporates feedback, peer tutoring, 
collaborative learning, meta-cognition 
and self-regulation—all components 
of effective peer review (EEF).



Why Peer Review Doesn’t Work

● Feedback isn’t helpful (Flynn, “Students as Readers”).

○ Students are trained to absorb information rather than to evaluate texts.

○ Students reward essays that mimic style rather than have real meaning.

● Students tend to focus on grammar and mechanics (Flynn, “Re-Viewing” and Gere, 
et al).



Approaching Peer Review through 
Achieve Using NCTE Guidelines for 

Writing Groups

● Primary Goals of Peer Review

○ Teaching students to be critical

○ Teaching students to be specific

○ Focusing on improving all writing, not on fixing this 
essay

■ Focus on the importance of writing decisions

■ Identify what does or does not work in a piece of 
writing

■ Strategize solutions to common writing problems



Establishing Writing Groups

● Set goals based on the objectives of the assignment

○ Evaluator v. Reader Role (“How to Make Peer Review 
Successful”)

○ Assessing one thing

○ When to implement peer review

● Determine the size and character of the writing group

○ Using the the Groups feature in Achieve

● Create clear guidelines

○ Using Draft Goals

○ Setting Required Questions





Writing Groups 
In and Out of the 
Classroom

● Synchronous or Asynchronous
○ Online

○ Hybrid

○ Face to Face

● The Instructor’s Role
○ Modeling

○ Evaluating student participation

○ Assessing the process and the product



Follow Up 
Assignments and 
Reflections

● Evaluating Student Participation

● Written reflection on the process





Works Cited

Education Endowment Foundation, “Teaching and Learning Toolkit.” 
EEF.

Flynn, Elizabeth. “Re-Viewing Peer Review,” The Writing Instructor, 
Dec 2011.

Flynn, Elizabeth. “Students as Readers of Their Classmates’ Writing: 
Some Implications for Peer Critiquing,” The Writing Instructor, Spring 
1984, 126-28.

Gere, Anne Ruggles, Hannah Dickinson, Melinda McBee Orzulak, 
and Stephanie Moody.  Taking Initiative on Writing: A Guide for 
Instructional Leaders. Urbana: NCTE, 2010.

Kosel, Bernarda. “Self and Peer Assessment in Problem-Based 
Learning Environment: Learning English by Solving a Technical 
Problem – A Case Study, “ Ed. Robers, Assessment in E-Learning, 
191-209.



macmillanlearning.com

Macmillan Learning
Improving lives through learning.

Bedford/St. Martin’s   I   W. H. Freeman   I   Worth Publishers   I   Sapling Learning   I   Late Night Labs   I   Hayden-McNeil

Macmillan Learning Curriculum Solutions   I   Macmillan Learning Lab Solutions   I   i>clicker  I   BFW High School


