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22,640 students

over 12,000 undergraduates

Average ACT: 25.5

Over 144,000 alumni in US and around the world

Mandated by the Kentucky General Assembly to be a 

"Preeminent Metropolitan Research University"



THE GOOD NEWS:
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PSYCHOLOGY:  MORE POPULAR THAN EVER!

• 1.6 MILLION UNDERGRADS TAKE A PSYCH COURSE EACH 

YEAR                 …APA.ORG 

• PSYCHOLOGY RANKS IN TOP 10 AS MOST POPULAR COLLEGE 

MAJOR FOR UNDERGRADS 

…PRINCETON REVIEW



THE BAD NEWS:
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PSYCHOLOGY:  MORE POPULAR THAN EVER!



MY CLASS:  INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY

5

Two sections of 300-350 students each semester (600-

700 students)

• A gen-ed survey course

• Typical student is a freshman

• Course tag-team-taught

• Course Director ensures consistency across 

instructors

• Lecture exam every 2 weeks

• Launchpad activities weekly

• Lecture slides  provided BEFORE each class

• Class was a part of the University’s Gates Foundation 

Grant on Active Learning



ABOUT ME:
•SPECIALIZE IN DEVELOPING PEDAGOGIES FOR  LARGE 

LECTURE CLASSES

•JOINT APPOINTMENT WITH UOFL’S TEACHING AND 

LEARNING CENTER PAST DECADE

•NEVER-ENDING QUEST FOR CREATING A COURSE WITH 

THE BEST STUDENT OUTCOMES

•CHAIR OF COLLEGE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

•TAUGHT OVER 13,000 STUDENTS IN THE PAST 10 YEARS



MY “SITUATION”
• IN 2005 WAS INVITED TO ATTEND AN ICLICKER ‘EVENT’ IN CHICAGO, IL BY TEXTBOOK REP

• SOME BRILLIANT GUY GAVE A PRESENTATION ON A NEW TAKE ON CLASSROOM 

RESPONSES SYSTEMS

• ICLICKERS ARE UNIQUE:

• FACULTY DEVELOPED AND DESIGNED

• PROVIDES MORE FOR LESS (LESS MONEY, LESS HASSLE, LESS PRE-CLASS 

PREPARATION)

LOVE AT FIRST BYTE!!!  HAVE NEVER LOOKED BACK



PACKAGED FOR STUDENT SUCCESS!
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STEP #1



STEP #2
PROVIDE AN INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT…
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STEP #3
ENCOURAGE THE “I CAN DO THIS” [ A 

GROWTH] MENTAL MINDSET
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Free t-shirt for perfect 

exam performance



#4: ICLICKERS
GIVES EVERY STUDENT A VOICE

HELP ENCOURAGE CLASS ATTENDANCE

HELPS TO DEVELOP A GROWTH MINDSET

HELPS CONNECT STUDENTS WITH EACH OTHER AND ENGAGE THEM WITH COURSE 

CONTENT

HELPS IDENTIFY AND UNRAVEL DIFFICULTIES WITH PROBLEM CONCEPTS AND 

MISCONCEPTIONS

HELPS STUDENTS RECOGNIZE THEIR TENDENCY TO BE OVER-CONFIDENT

LETS YOU INSIDE THE ‘BLACK BOX’

QUESTIONS ‘ON THE FLY’:  MAKE CLASS FUN!
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CHOOSE YOUR TOP ADVANTAGE:

Advantages Disadvantages

A. Giving and receiving love and affection A. Loss of freedom, restrictions on choices 

B. Greater meaning to life B. Not enough time for both family and work 

C. Becoming less selfish and learning to sacrifice C. Less time with spouse or partner 

D. Satisfaction of helping children learn and grow D. Sorries over children’s health and safety 

E. Greater acceptance as a responsible adult E. Financial stress 

Demograhic function::

1. Gender

2. Marital Status

3. Children
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WHAT ARE THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THESE ACTIVITIES?

•1.  GET STUDENTS TO ACTUALLY PAY ATTENTION TO CHARTS AND 

GRAPHS IN THE TEXTBOOK

•2. GET STUDENTS TO “THINK LIKE PSYCHOLOGISTS”

•WHO WERE THE SUBJECTS IN THE STUDY

•WHAT WERE THE SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS

•CAN THE RESULTS BE GENERALIZED TO OTHER POPULATIONS



WHAT, IF ANY, ARE ACCURATE EXAMPLES OF OPERANT 
CONDITIONING?  SELECT ALL APPROPRIATE EXAMPLES.

1.  A RAT IN A SKINNER BOX

2.  WE CONTINUE TO GO TO WORK EACH DAY BECAUSE WE RECEIVE A 
WEEKLY OR MONTHLY PAYCHECK. 

3.  THE FREQUENCY IN WHICH AN EMPLOYEE IS LATE FOR WORK 
DECREASES AS A RESULT OF LOSING THE RIGHT TO LISTEN TO MUSIC 
WHILE HE OR SHE WORKS.

4.  SUSAN GIVES HER DAUGHTER FIVE DOLLARS A WEEK TO HELP WITH 
CHORES AROUND THE HOUSE.

5.  BECAUSE HIS OLDER BROTHER ONCE LOCKED HIM IN THE CLOSET, 
ALLEN GETS ANXIOUS IN SMALL, ENCLOSED ROOMS.

6.  AFTER WATCHING ANOTHER THREE-YEAR-OLD STICK OUT HER 
TONGUE AT THE DAYCARE WORKER, BETH DOES THE SAME THING.

Numeric Function:



QUESTIONS????



SHOUT OUT!

5 IDEAS, INSIGHTS, STRATEGIES OR NEW 

CONCEPTS YOU ARE TAKING AWAY FROM 

TODAY’S SESSION!


