
Anonymous Polling in Clicker Cloud



We wanted to provide an option for instructors to engage students 
on more sensitive topics. 

Anonymous Polling mode allows you to ask more questions, and 
get more honest answers.

What’s Anonymous Polling?
A way for instructors to encourage participation



Why’d We Make It?
Giving you and your students opportunities for dialogue

We’ve heard from both instructors and students that students are 
less likely to respond to questions where they feel they may be 
judged by their instructors or peers. 

You can encourage more participation, regardless of topic, &
students can feel comfortable responding.

Plus, this already exists in our Classic software so it was a natural 
extension! 



Product Demo



Let’s Try It!
Asking an Anonymous Question: Multiple Choice

Which is the best series of the options below?

A. Lord of the Rings
B. Star Wars
C. Harry Potter
D. Game of Thrones



Let’s Try It!
Asking an Anonymous Question: Short Answer

Why do you come to class?



Let’s Try It!
Asking an Anonymous Question: Numeric

How many days a week are you on social media?



Let’s Try It!
Asking an Anonymous Question: Target

How confident are you for the upcoming exam?



Anonymous Polling Best Practices



Anonymous Polling Best Practices

• Encourage honest responses

• Discourage “group think”

• Exchange ideas without fear

• Protect vulnerable students

• Lend perspective to yourself and 

students

• Gather honest feedback
“Everything But Why?” by wackystuff 
is licensed under CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wackystuff/14562120030/in/photolist-obNEX1-bajmk2-HGC2vi-rcuqhZ-7HHSF9-eT28j-FY1kP-7HHSM7-isxNB-7NFTdZ-bUTR1b-kLFg-5GKNcU-pKcW6-bcU5aD-SiQ3F8-e2qXni-z9aYBR-pucb9p-jCxYo4-4oU4d1-98uSWQ-98uT6L-dGrMZz-sk969w-qy1Dux-CvkYND-6n4ruk-8DUUsM-4esVtC-4x2GJ9-9RG9he-nhLPzm-Ds7oHf-7Mimng-orjYFh-98uSNf-9Awvwm-6cXNKU-7MnsML-7MitVX-7MnpyY-bGYgNH-7Mip2V-dGECRm-fzt182-8MdNVG-4Bcn67-4B85qt-FPJMYi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wackystuff/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Anonymous Polling Best Practices

• A “correct” answer isn’t 
important -- AP questions 
cannot be graded!

• Direct intervention won’t be 
necessary

• Students don’t need a record 
of their own answer

• You want “no holds barred” 
feedback

"Time will pass, will YOU?“ by Eric E. Castro is licensed under CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ecastro/5503890234/in/photolist-9omSPd-bjPcSs-nwn79C-6QrgWS-a1WaUn-nN1WbF-hYaGrT-5LkWUk-rLY5Ds-5RXGW-eSmRdt-6pRpFc-foMmJV-Teybs6-canuhm-5BU46e-c8wqZQ-canuSU-cantHN-cansQN-jiicQ8-qUHaDe-iNpH9k-canpSh-canmwh-canp5y-cansVf-canqAo-pTJgu2-TyPDUW-6pyiwZ-qUaxLK-6pCy21-fGaEJJ-c8x1Lu-f9oEja-a3hYME-c8wuVq-ViWXwS-9rew7r-canpFA-9LPcYR-UNEnos-nDnpNu-dRsLkh-c8x1YN-c8UbVG-8ASMaZ-gxzYTS-fxKW
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ecastro/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Anonymous Polling Best Practices

• Demonstrate how anonymous polling works 
before asking a sensitive question.

• Multiple choice questions are limiting… but can 
limit disruptions and/or mischief.

• Preview results for short answer questions 

• Follow sensitive questions with a discussion of 
resources when appropriate.

• If you ask for feedback on your teaching, wait to 
review the results until you have privacy and time 
to reflect.



Thank you!


