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Michigan Technological University

Assignment Description

Place is one of the core aspects of rhetoric. Recall that the time,

This assignment draws from
posthuman, new materialist
and other similar theories that
recast the rhetor as part of a

place, and environment surrounding a moment of
communication is an important part of the rhetorical situation.
Your connection to this place, the Keweenaw, weighs on
everything you create and do here.

This assignment will ask you to reflect in at least 250 words
about your experience of being here in the Keweenaw. Your job

complicated web of
interactions between human
and nonhuman agents.

This assignment is also
influenced by indigenous
knowledge and is designed to
create a space for students to

is to interact with this place in a way that is new to you: visit a
historical monument, an art gallery, a museum, a beautiful place
in nature, a building on campus you've not yet entered, a local
restaurant, gathering place, or somewhere else. Whatever the
place may be, choose one that will be meaningful to you.

You may have noticed an acknowledgement statement in our

critically reflect on their
positionality and sense of
responsibility to the place
they live.

Importantly, engaging with
acknowledgement is an on-
going process. If you have

course syllabus that recognizes the particular historical, political,
cultural convergences of this land. When considering place, you
may also reflect on your relation to the Indigenous communities
that live here, too, but if it is not something that makes sense
for you to do right now, that's okay.

Start by writing a paragraph about yourself and how you came
to be here at Michigan Tech: at least 50 words.

Next, select your adventure to interact with local place (see list

adopted an acknowledgement
statement as part of your
syllabus, this assignment is an
opportunity to continue
engaging with it.

Going forward, how might |
design a prompt that balances
the specifics of students’
immediate and embodied
experience while writing in a
particular place versus their

above). You'll need to include some sort of proof to verify that
you've visited a new place--include photograph you've taken,
ticket stub, etc. While you're there, write a reflection on how

wider story of being in the
Keweenaw?

your experience of being in the Keweenaw has changed as a
result of interacting with your chosen place: at least 200 words.

What are the limits of this
kind of written reflection for
capturing the embodied act of
writing?



